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THE YEARLY MEETING. 


We have hitherto abstained from ad- 
verting, except ina very summary man- 
ner, to the state of the Society of Friends, 
comprising the Yearly Meeting held in 
Philadelphia, although the disturbed con- 
dition of some of its branches had become 
a subject of common remark, and of gen- 
eral notoriety: and it is only for the sake 
of preventing and correcting erroneous 
impressions, that we now think it proper 
to notice this very affecting subject. 

Without entering into details, the 
ground of difficulty, in the Society, may 
be fairly placed, we think, tothe account 
of that ever distracting, and disturbing 
subject, the doctrine of the Trinity: 
and the two pafties, or divisions, into 
which the Yearly Meeting is now split, 
may be designated by the appellations of 
trinitarian, and anti-trinitarian. 

The Society of Friends, in the first pe- 
yiod of its existence, rested the founda- 
tion of its religious faith on the simple, 
apostolic ground, that, “that which is to 


be known of God is manifest within”; and | 


whilst it kept to this ground, no specula- 
tive, or traditional opinions, disturbed its 
repose :—and love, forbearance, and con- 
descension to each other, united, and har- 
monized the members together. 


The writings of J. J.Gurney, in Eng- 
land, and those of E. Bates, in this coun- 
try, together with the views held forth, 
by a number of the ministers of the So- 
ciety, and particularly such as visit us 
from beyond the Atlantic, serve to show 
how far many of the members of the So- 
ciety have slid off this original ground, 
and embraced trinitarian doctrines, and 
speculative opinions, as matters essential 
to salvation: and the authority assumed, 

~and the measures pursued by these, sa- 

Pol. FIL --No. XX. J 


vour but little of love, or condescension ; 
but indicate a firm determination to co- 
erce their brethren into their own doc- 
trines and views, thereby violating the 
rights of conscience, and private judg- 
ment ; or when they shall resist this en- 
croachment of their sacred rights, to de- 
ny them the hand of fellowship, and turn - 
them out of the Society. 

From these causes, several of the last 
Yearly Meetings held in Philadelphia, 
have been accompanied with an unusual 
degree of agitation :—The one held the 
preceding month partook of this charac- 
ter to a greater extent than any that had 
preceded it. Here was plainly exhibit- 
ed, on the one hand, those high church 
notions, prevalent, more or less, among 
all sects; a strong attachment to power 
and office, with a domineering spirit, en- 
deavouring to extend, and establish its 
sway :—and on the other hand, a people, 
with a knowledge and judgment to ap- 
preciate their just rights, and a firm de- 
termination not to surrender them, nor to 
| callany man onthe earth, master. And 
when we consider the great number of 


persons together in the assembly, without 
any visible head, or external rules to re- 
gulate debate, or todecide any question 
distinctively—the persevering efforts of 
one part to attain its object, and the great- 
ness of the stake to be lost or gained by 
the other, we cannot be surprised at the 
agitated condition into which it was seve- 
ral times thrown, in the course of the 
week. (70 be continued.) 


Priest-craft, Bigotry, and Absurdity-~ 
nited. 
We did not expect that such a degree 
of blind sectarianism and bigotry existed 
in this country,as are manifested in the 


| 
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following extracts from a work of bishop 
Hobar/, who, if we mistake not, has been 
held up in some of the New York prints 
as a very enlightened and liberal Chris- 
tian :—we deem comments superfluous.— 


“In this [the Christian] church, the 
body which derives life, strength, and sal- 
vation from Christ its head, daftism was 
instituted as the sacred rite of admission. 


In this regenerating ordinance, fallen man | 
is born again from a state of condemnation | 
He obtains a 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, to the | 
forgiveness of sins, to all those precious | 
and immortal blessings which the blood | 


to a state of grace. 


of Christ purchased.” Com. for the altar 
ed. 1824, fr. 186. 


“ Wherever the gospel is promulgated 
the on/y mode through which we can ob- 
tain atitle tothose blessings and privileges 
which Christhas purchased for his mysti- 
cal body the church, is the sacrament of 
baptism. Repentance, faith, and obedi- 
ence, will not of themselves be effectual to 
our salvation. We mav sincerely repent 


of our sins—heartily believe the Gospel; 
we may walk in the paths of holy obe- 


dience : but until we enter into covenant 
with God by daftism, and ratify our vows 
of allegiance and duty at the holy sacra- 
ment of the Supper—commemorate the 
mysterious sacrifice of Christ, we cannot 


assert any claim to salvation.” J. pif. 
189—90. 


“*In order to be effectual, to be ac- 
knowledged by God, and accompanied 
by his power, they (the sacraments) must 
be administered by those who have re- 
ceived a commission for the purpose from 
him.’ ‘None can possess authority to 
administer the sacraments but those who 
have received a commission from the 
bishops of the church.’ ‘Great is the 
guilt and imminent the danger of those 
who negligently or wilfully continue in a 


state of separation from the authorized | 


ministrations of the church, and partici- 
pate of ordinances administered md an 
irregular and invalid authority’—* wil- 
fully rending the peace and unity of the 
church, by separating from the adminis- 
tration of its authorized priesthood ; ob- 
stinately contemning the means which 
God has prescribed for their salvation. 


They are guilty of rebellion against the 
Almighty Lawgiver and Judge ; they ex- 
pose themselves to the awful displeasure 
of that Almighty Jehovah, who will not 
suffer his institutions to be contemned, or 
his authority violated, with impunity.” 
Ibid pp. 198, 200: 203-4.” 


SELECTED. 


“ The way of true freace and unity it 
the true church of Christ 


( Continued from p. 292) 


“ More particularly, this true power of 
the true church, is, as I said, Christ’s: 
power in the faithful, which is the self- 
same with Christ’s power in himself; and 
$0, 

“1. It is not a power of violence, but a 
power of influence, even such a power as 
the head hath over the members, and the 
soul over the body ; it is not a coercive, 
but a persuasive power; a power that 
makes men willing that are not willing, 
and doth not force the unwilling against 
their wills. 

“2. This power is humble, and not 
proud, as worldly power is; for the pow- 
er of the world sets men over others; but 
the power of the church sets men under 
others; ‘I,’ saith Christ of himself, ‘am 
among you as one that serves:’ and again, 
‘He that will be the chief among you, let 
him be the servant of all.’ 

“This poweris for edification, and not for 
destruction; 2Cor. x. 9.as Paul acknowl- 
edges, again and again, that ‘the power 
the Lord gave him,’ was this, and no other 
power, 2 Cor. xiii. 10. namely, ‘ not to cast 
men out of their native kingdoms, but to 
translate them into God’s kingdom ;’ not 
to take away their outward liberties or 
estates, but to bring them into the liberty 
and inheritance of the saints: to bring 
men to eternal life, and not to destroy mey 
by temporal death. 

“4, This power seeks the good of 
others more than its own, yea, the good 
of others with the neglect of its own: So 
Moses was not busy to have a most rebel- 
lious people blotted out of the book of life, 
but rather desired his own name might 

be blotted out of that book, that (if it had 
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been the will of God) theirs might have 
been written in. And Paul desired that 
himself might be separated from Christ, 
that his brethren and kinsmen, after the 
flesh, might have been united to him. 
And ifthis power seek the good of others 
after this high rate, even to the neglect- 
ing and laying aside their own eternal 
good, how much more to the neglecting 
and laying aside their temporal good, 
their worldly profits, advantages and dig- 
nities ? 

“5. This power doth not make others 
suffer, to enlarge the church, but suffers 
itself to bring this about; So Christ, as 
Wickliff saith, ‘through his poverty, hu- 
mility, and suffering injury and death, got 
unto him the children of his kingdom, and 
not by force ;? and the Martyrs enlarged 
the church of Christ by dying themselves, 
and not by causing others to die; ‘the 
blood of the martyrs being the seed of 
the church.’ 

“6. This power only acts toa spiritual 
end, salvation, and only according to spir- 
itual laws; but not to any temporal and 
worldly ends, according to civil and hu- 
man laws. 

« And thus you see that this true church 
power, for the nature and quality of it, | 
both in general, and in particular, differs 
very much, both from the apprehensions 
and practice of the most of our ecclesias- 
tical men. 

“3. What is the extent of this true 
church-power ? 

“Tanswer; That this power extends 
itself full as far as the church, but no far- 
ther? For what hath the church to do 
with those that are not of the church? 
*What have we to do,’ saith Paul, ‘ with | 
them that are without?” For church- 
power, which is spiritual, is no more suit- 
able to the world, than worldly power, 
which is fleshly, is suitable to the church. 
The power of the church, which is 
Christ’s power, only reaches so far as 
Christ’s kingdom ; that is, the people 
that are born of God and his Spirit. True 
church government reaches as far as 
Christ’s and the Spirit’s effectual influ- 
ence and operation, but no farther; that | 
is, to all that are willing, but to none that 
are unwilling. As nothing hath more 


troubled the church, than to govern it, 


and to give it laws after the manner of 
the world, by secular force and power ; 
so nothing hath more troubled the world, 
than to govern it, and give it laws, after 
the manner of the church, by the afore- 
said compulsion. Wherefore, as the gov- 

ernment of the world is not to be spread 

over the church ; so neither is the gov- 

ernment of the church to be spread over 
the world: but as the world and the 

church are distinct things, in themselves, 
so they are to be contented with their dis- 

tinct governments. 

“4, What is the outward instrument of 
this power ? 

“lTanswer; The word only, which is 
the only sceptre and sword in Christ’s 
kingdom, to govern his people, and sub- 
due his enemies. Christ himself, the 
head of the church, used no other instru- 
ment to govern his people by, but the 
word, or the preaching the gospel of the. 
kingdom, and declaring what he had 
heard from his Father; and at his de- 
parture out of the world, he told them, 
that ‘as his Father had sent him, so did 
he send them,’ and no otherwise; that is, 
to do all in the church by the power of 
the word, and nothing by the power of the 
world. And so, the true church doth all 
in itself only by the gospel; by the gospe! 
it bindeth and looseth; by the gospel it 
remits and retains sin; by the gospel it 
quickens to life, and wounds to death ; by 
the gospel it receives in, and casts out; 
by the gospel it works faith, renews the 
life, acts, orders, guides, and governs all 
things; and that church that hath ano- 
ther sceptre and sword besides the word, 
that hath orders and constitutions of men 
to govern by, and plurality of votes in 
classical, provincial and national assem-~ 
blies, to bind and loose by; that have 
theirown laws and orders to be their 
sceptre, and the authority of the magis- 
trate to be their sword in their kingdom ; 
I say, if these be the ways and instruments 
of their governments, assuredly the 
church they boast of is another church 
than Christ’s, and is no other in very deed, 
but a kingdom of sin, and darkness, and 
death; and when its form ot godliness, 
which it hath put on to deceive, shall af- 
ter a few years vanish away, it shall re- 
turn into the shape of its first beqeaing 
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rules, orders, or human inventions, men 
do study and devise to govern their 
churches by, the true church of Christ 
shall ever be known by the sceptre and 
sword of the only gespel preached in it, 
which is fully sufficient for the regiment 
of the church; else Christ were an im- 
perfect lawgiver: And all those that do 
affirm, that the votes, determinations, 
rules, and constitutions of councils, are 
better for the well ordering and govern- 
ing the church, than the pure and naked 
word of the gospel by the ministration of 
the Spirit,in my judgment they speak | 


blasphemously. 

“Let us now hear what Luther saith 
to this purpose; ‘Christians, saith he, 
ought to be governed by that word, and 
no other, whereby they are made Chris- 
4ians, that is, free from sin; and this is 
onlv by the pure gospel of God, without 
‘the addition of councils, doctors, fathers.’ 
For what is to govern Christians by that 
word, which though they keep, yet nei- 
ther do they become Christians, nor con- 
tinue such? nay, they cease to be Chris- 
tians, and lose Christ. And of this sort 
is every word besides the gospel; and 
salvation reigns inus, not by the laws of 
men, but by the power of Christ. Far- 
ther, they that are not Christians, are to 

be restrained other ways than by the 
traditions of men; for these are to be let 
alone ; and as Paul saith, we are not to 
mingle with them. There is the secular 
sword, there is the magistrate for these, 
and it belongs to him to restrain those 
that are evil, from evil deeds, by the pow- 
er ot the sword. But the bishop or over- 
seer, governs Christians without the 
sword, only by the word of God : seeing it 
is certain, they are not Christians, except 
they be spontaneously good; and such 
they are made by the force of the spirit 
of faith, as Paul saith; Rom. viii. ‘As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the children of God.’ What madness 


“ And therefore let us know, whatever |j to the Christians, and preachers of Er- 


phurd, said, ‘ Consider in your mind, with 
what sword I subdued the papacy, and 
the whole state of religious men, who be- 
fore were dreadful to all ; of whom it was 
said, ‘ Who shall fight with the beast, that 
hath power to make war with the saints,. 
and toovercome them? And yet, saith 
he, I never touched them with so much 
as one of my fingers; but Christ destroy- 
ed and overthrew all that detestable king- 
dom, by discovering their iniquities, by 
the spirit of his mouth, that is, by the word 
of the gospel.’ 

“In which passages of his (besides what 
is spoken before) it is apparent, that 
there is no other instrument of the true 
church’s power, but the word of the gos- 
pel, which is the only sceptre and sword 
of Christ’s kingdom. 

“5, What the true church can do by 
virtue of this power? 

“ Now the true church, by the power 
it hath received from Christ, can, 

“1. Gather itself together, when, and as 
often as it pleaseth. ‘The company of be- 
lievers have power to gather themselves 
together for their mutual good, instruction, 
preservation, edification, and for the 
avoiding or preventing of evil; and that 
without the consent or authority of any 
extrinsical or foreign power whatever ; 
else Christ were not a sufficient tounder 
of his church. 

“Andif every free society, not subjected 
to tyranny, hath power in itself to con- 
gregate and come together, as convenien- 
cy and necessity shall require: as is ev- 
ident in all civil corporations, and in all 
fraternities and meetings of love ; much 
more hath the church of Christ, which is 
the freest society in the world, power to 
meet together into a communion of saints, 
though it be without and against the con- 
sent and authority of the powers of the 
world. 

“And thus the disciples, immediately 
after Christ’s resurrection, though the 


then is it tu urge them that are willingly 
good, with the laws ofthe evil? And yet, 
saith he, There are not a few light and 
vain men, that think that the business of 
the gospel is to be promoted with wea- 
pons and cuffs. 

“And the same Luther, in his epistle 


people and the rulers were wholly set 
against them, did often meet together 
among themselves, though privately ; and 
Christ himself came and stood in the 
nidst ot them, and finding them in that 
way of communion, said, ‘ Peace be unt» 
you:’ And so, by his own presence, 
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éid both justify and encourage such meet- 
ings. And after, the apostles, with other 


and twenty, met together in an upper 
room to pray, and to choose an apostle in- 
stead of Judas: Actsi' And atthe day 
of Pentecost they all met again: Acts ii. 
Though the elders of the church, and ru- 
lers ofthe state, were utterly against their 
rneetings. And again, Acts iv. Peter and 
John, after the threatenings of the rulers 
and Jews, went and met with their own 
company, which was now mightily in- 
creased by the ministry of the gospel, and 
declared to them all things that God had 
done by them, and the rulers had done 
against them; whereupon all of them 
joined together inthe praise of God, for 
the success of the gospel, against the pow- 
er of the world. And again, Acts vi. the 
church of its own accord, met together, to 
choose seven deacons; and a multitude 
of other instances might be produced. 
By all which it appears that the church 
of believers hath power of itself to ap- 
point its own meetings, as convenience or 
necessity shall require for the good of the 
church. And therefore none are to pre- 
sume to deny the church this power, 
which it hath received from him, that hath 
* all power in heaven and in earth:’ Nei- 
ther ought the true church to suffer this 
power to be taken from them, which they 
have received from so good a hand; but 
still to use their own Christian meetings, 
though the powers of the world never so 
much oppose them ; as the apostles and 
believers in their time began, and as be- 
lievers after, for 300 years continued, not- 
withstanding the barbarous cruelties of 


the persecuting emperors. 


“92. As the church of the faithful hath 
power from Christ to meet together; so 
secondly, to appaint its owa outward or- 
ders: for the church, whilst it dwells in 
flesh and blood, uses some external rites, 

y which it is neither sanctified in soul or 

- body ; but they are things merely of out- 
ward order and decency: And these 
things each church or communion of 


believers, to the number of an hundred | 


—— 


A DISCOURSE 


Of the general rule of Fuith and Prac- 
tice, and judge of Controversy. 


BY WILLIAM PEXN. 


* ( Concluded from fr.294.) 


“I shall explain what I mean by these 
terms. 

“ A judge is one that has not only pow- 
er to determine, but discerning to do it 
rightly. 

“Controversy is a debate between two 
parties about the truth or falsehood of 
any proposition to be determined by that 
judge. 

“From whence [ am led toassert, that 
the judge of controversy must be certam 
and unerring. 

“ And though this may seem strange to 
some, it is nevertheless true in itself. For 
if the judge be fallible, he may indeed si- 


thority, but not the controversy by a cer- 
tain judgment, since he taay as well de- 
termine falsely as truly. So that contro- 
versy can never be rightly determined by 
a fallible judge, therefore he is no true 
judge ofcontroversy. Indeed it is absurd, 
and acontradiction in itself, tothink other- 
wise ; since he that is ancertain, can nev- 
er give a certain decision. And if not a 
certain one, then none to the purpose. 
Nor ought any person, no otherwise 
judged, that is persuaded of the truth of 
his cause, to iet fall his belief upon so 
doubtfula determination ; since he moves 
not ealy without conviction, but against 


| conviction: and which is worse, he is not 
ascertained of the truth of what he is re- 


quired to submitto. Therefore ofall peo- 
ple they are most condemnable, who, nut- 
withstanding they keep so great a stir 
about religion, and sometimes use coer- 
cive means to compass their designed 
uniformity, acknowledge to us, they are 
not certain of their own faith. 

“Since then the judge must be unerring, 
it will be worth our while to consider, 
where this infallible judge is to be found, 


saints may order by itself, according to 
the wisdom of the Spirit; so it observes | 
these roles.” 


‘ There is none good but God,’ saith God 
himself, when manifest in the flesh; that 
is originally, or as of himself. Yet as the 
| supreme good fs commauicated to man 


lence the contending parties by his au-° 
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according to measure ; so (as well says 
bishop Latimer, ) is there infallibility, cer- 


tainty, or assurance of the truth of things, | 


Rivento man according to cafiacity —Book 
of Martyrs, vol. 3. p. 475. Otherwise 
men would be obliged to believe and obey, 
and that upon damnation, those things 
concerning which there can be no cer- 
~ tainty, whether they be true or false. 

“¢ Emmanuel, God with men,’ as he is 
their rule, sotheir judge. He is the law- 
giver, and therefore the best interpreter 
of any point that may concern his own 
Jaw, And men are so far certain, or in- 
faliible, as they are subject to his voice, 
light, or spirit in them, and no farther; 
for, humanum est errare, man is errable. 
Nor can any thing rescue him out of er- 
ror, or preserve him from the infections 
of it, but the sound and certain judgment 
that God, by the light of his spirit, gives 
to him. 

“ 06j. But is not the scripture the judge 
of controversy ? 

“ Ans. How can that be, since the ques- 
tion most times arises about the meaning 
of scripture? Is there any place tells us, 
without all interpretation, whether the 
Socinian or Trinitarian be in the right, 
in their differing apprehensions of the 
three that bear record, &c. Also the 
Homousian and Arian, about Christ’s di- 
vini‘y. Orthe Papists or Protestants 
about transudstantiation? If then things 
are left undefined and undetermined, I 
mean literally and expressly, in the scrip- 
ture; and that the question arises about 
the sense of words, doth the scripture de- 
termine which of those interpreters hits 
the mark? As this isnot reasonable to 
think, so it must be acknowledged, that if 
interpretation decide the matter in con- 
troversy, then not the scripture, but the 
interpreter must be the judge. 

“ Now this interpreter must either in- 
terpret his own mere wisdom or spirit, 
called by the apostle, (1 Cor. ii. 11.) ‘the 
spirit of a man,’ who by weighing the 
text, consulting the intent of the writer, 
comparing places together, gives the 
judgment which the scripture does not 
give of itself; or, from the spirit of God, 
which gives understanding, as Job xxxii. 
8, and asthe same apostle saith, in the 
#ame place, ‘ searcheth the deep things 


of God.’ If the first, then a fallible; if 
the last, then an infallible judge. 

“] would tain know, whether it was the 
scripture, or the Holy Ghost that presi- 
ded among the apostles, whenthey were 
come together, (Acts xv.) when they 
said: ‘It seemeth good to the holy Ghost 
and to us,’ &c. Ifthe Holy Ghost, then 
pray give usa plain scripture to prove 
we are to have another judge now. If 
that cannot be done, then we must have 
the same, and consequently an infii/idle 
judge, viz. * The Spirit of truth, which 
leads Christians into all truth,’ and 1s giv- 
en of God, by Christ, for that very end., 

“ 05). \t is granted that the Spirit is in- 
fallible. But how shall I know that any 
man determines a thing by this Spirit, 
and does not rather obtrude his own sense 
upon us, under that specious pretence. 

“ Ans. By that same Spirit. As well 
said Gault. Cradock, ‘The way to know 
whether the Spirit be in us is its own ev- 
idence, and that is the way to know it in 
others too, And the man that hath the 
Spirit, may know the Spirit in another. — 
There is,’ saith he, ‘ a kind of sagacits in 
the saints to this purpose.’—G. C rad. di- 
vine drofis, fi. 210. Which is also true 
in the judgment of abundance of Protes- 
tant writers.—For as they held that ne 
man could know the scriptures but by 
the same Spirit which indited them ; se 


| consequently that the same Spirit only 


could assure him of the cruth of the said 
interpretation. And Peter Martyr, as 
before quoted, tells us,‘ The Holy Ghost 
is the arbiter or judge.” Also Dr. J. Ow- 
en saith: ‘ Thatthe Holy Ghost is the 
only authentic interpreter of the scrip- 
ture.’ And if the only authentic, then the 
only and infallible judge. Then the judge 
of the mind or meaning of scripture, is 
both an only and infallible judge. But te 
wave this. Does not the very same ob- 
jection he against the sense of scripture, 
since one says, this is the sense, and ano- 
ther that? Toknow God’s mind, men 
must come to God’s Spirit, else difficul- 
ties of that sort are insuperable. 

“In short, it were greatly tobe wished 
that all men would hold themselves un- 
concerned, in disputing about what they 
have not received an assurance of from 


the Holy Spirit; since they beat bat the 
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air, and obtain no solid satisfaction, nei- 
ther can they upon any other bottom. | 
God never prostrates his secrets to minds 
disobedient to what they doalready know. 
—Let all practice what they assuredly 
koow to be their duty, and be sparing in 
their search after nice and unknown mat- 
ters. ‘Nevertheless, whereunto we have | 
already attained, let us walk by the same | 
rule.” Phil. iii. 16. Where he both lim- | 
its us to the present knowledge commu- 

nicated to us, and exhorts us to live up to | 
that; and if any thing be farther neces- | 
sary to us,*God in due time will reveal | 
it») is Spirit, that only gives to know, 


discern, and judge ofthe things that are | 


of 

“ 407. But how will this determine the 
don :oversy, and allay the fury of debates 
thet »re on foot inthe world? 

* Ans. Nothing like it, if a man adhere | 
foit; and if he does not, there is no way 
deft but the wrath that is to be revealed. 
But most persuasions are agreed about | 
the absolute necessaries in religion, from 
that light and witness God has placed in 
man’s conscience, viz. ‘ that God is ; that 
he isa rewarder of them that diligently 
~ seek him; thatthe way of Godis a way 
of purity, patience, meekness, &c. without | 
which no man can see the Lord.’ Nay, 
they accord in some considerable matters 
superadded, as some of them speak, to 
wit, ‘that God was manifested extraordi- 
narily in the flesh; that he gave his life 
for the world; that such as believe and 
obey his grace in their hearts, re- 
ceive remission of sins, and life everlast- 
ing.” Now I say, since these things men 
generally consent to, let them live up to 
them, and forbear wanton scrutinies after 
things or notions that gender to strife and 
contention, and leave not mankind better, 
but rather worse than they found them, 
and the world would be soon rid of con- 

troversy. Holy living, and not disputing, 
would be the business ofmankind. What 
more excellent judgment can be given, 
thanthat men quit their contentions about 
notions and opinions, and betake them- 
selves to the practice of that good which 


God hath already shewn to them; as 


spake both the prophet Micah, vi. 8, and | 


the apostle Paul, Rom. i. 19.—‘ And if any | 


ting be revealed to one more than ano- 


ther, let the rest judge in the Spirit, or be 
silent till God manifest more to them, in 
order to right judgment.’ 

“It is good to ‘try all things.’ But we 
must have something to try them by; and 
what ought that to be, but the ‘ Spirit 
that searcheth, and the anointing that 
teaches all things,’ (1 John ii. 20, 27,) 
which is truth itself. Here mankind will 
live in love, having at least natural affec- 
tions, (now lost by the barbarity of some 
of their cruel religions, or heats for their 
opinions,) and a judgment of things will 
be made, not from the rash, partial, short- 
sighted, and froward mind of man, but 
that Eternal Light and Spirit that never 
erred; which, however disgustful to some 
Protestants in this age, was no false dog- 
trine in the account of John Philfot and 
bishop Latimer, two great founders of the 
reformation in England. 

“ The first, in his answer to the bishop 
of Chichester, reproving his confidence 
about true faith in Christ: ‘These her- 
etics,’ said he, ‘take »pon them to be 
sure of all things they stand in.’ ‘Let 
him doubt,’ said John Philpot, ‘of his 
faith that listeth; God give me always 
to believe that I am sure of true faith and 
favour in Christ.’—Book of Martyrs vod. 
3. fi. 577. 

“ The second, in his answer to sir Ed- 
ward Bainton, objecting the uncertainty 
of man in what he calls truth, thus re- 
corded by J. Fox in his book of Martyrs, 
vol. 3, page 457: ‘ Your friends deny not 
but that certain truths are communicated 
tous according to capacity. But as tomy 
presumption and arrogancy, either | am 
certain or uncertain that it is truth that [ 
preach. If it be truth why may I not say 
so? If Ibe uncertain, why dare I be so 
bold as to preach it? And if your friends 
be preachers themselves, after their ser- 

mon I pray you ask them, whether they 
be certain and sure they preach the 
truth or not? and send me word what 
they say, that I may learn to speak after 
them. Ifthey say they be sure, you know 
what follows. Ifthey say they be not 
sure, when shall you be sure, that have so 
doubtful and unsure teachers.’ 

“ Let not Protestants, for shame, judge 
us for owning a doctrine tha: is confessed 
to, and confirmed by some of the worthiest. 
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of their own ancestors, viz. that an uner- | 


ring, certain, or infallible judgment in 
things necessary to salvation, is both pos- 
sible and requisite, and that God commu- 
nicates it by his Spirit, to the souls of 
men.” —[ Christian Quaker. 


* Reasons for the necessity of 


SILENT WAITING.” 
BY MARY BROOK. 


«There is an essential difference be- 


twixt praying in reality, as the Spirit 


shall teach us, and praying in form as 
men and books advise us. Those who 
pray under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, prey with additional fervency, 
knowing their attention fixed on God 
alone, their understandings are opened 
into a true discerning of their spiritual 
wants, and their souls quickened te a live- 
ly, humble, sincere worship; wherein 
their spirits are refreshed, and gain 
strength in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might. On the other hand, men and 
books may furnish with fair seemings and 

lausible expressions, but they cannot 
effect that brokenness of spirit, that con- 
trition of heart, and sensibility of soul 
which the Spirit of God gives. They 
tuay teach to say, Lord! Lord! whilst 
Satan rules in the will and affections, and 
carries the imaginations after divers vani- 
ties; for nothing less than the power of 
the Spirit can subdue and chain down the 
carnal mind. How necessary then is an 
humble waiting in silence, truly to know 
what spirit we are of, before we offer any 
thing tothe living God? Without this 
‘knowledge we must be liable to offer 
girange fire, which the Lord never com- 
manded, like the sons of Aaron, who, 
through negligence, having suffered the 
holy fire, divinely kindled, to go out, pre- 
sented a strange fire of man’s kindling, 
for which they suffered death, Ought 


. not this expressive instance of divine dis- 


pleasure against the presumptuous sub- 
stitutions of men after their own wills, 
and in the place of God’s appointments, 
t» deter mankind from offering their own 
eurnal conceptions and contrivances, in- 
‘stead of his inward and spiritual requir- 


tags? 


strike every one with a deep and awful 
sense, that something more is due to the 
great Jehovah, than those common, care- 
less, unfelt modes of worship which too 
| many are apt to satisfy themselves with ; 
and more especially as he hath declared, 
‘I will be sanctified in them that come 
‘nigh me’? Lev. x. 3. How can he be 
sanctified in us, but as his own pure Spir- 
it awfully prevails in the soul, puts it 
forth in humility, and influenceth the will 
and affections by its holy quickening en- 
ergy. 

“If Christ is indeed our Lord, why are 
not we more seriously concerned to hon- 
our him in our hearts? If he is our mas- 
ter, why do we not so fear his displeasure 
as to endeavour, with all diligence, te 
walk circumspectly, not as fools, inat- 
tentive to his leadings; but as wise, seek- 
ing to redeem the time, because the days 
are evil? 

“The Spirit, by the mouth of Zacha- 
| riah, saith, ‘ Be silent, © all flesh! before 
the Lord; for he is raised up out of his 
holy habitation.’ Zach. ii. 13. Is not a 
modest humble silence properly due te 
_the presence of the King of Kings, and — 
the Lord of Lords? Doth it not bespeak 
more real and awful regard to his perfect. 
holiness, wisdom, and power, to wait for 
his Spirit to open our hearts and lips, be- 
fore we attempt vocally to speak forth 
his praise, than to be hasty in uttering 
words without true knowledge before our 
all-seeing Judge? Then, how approva- 
ble is the practice of solemn, silent wait- 
ing, till we receive illumination and abili- 
ty properly to worship the Almighty! 
Would the potentates of the earth think 
themselves treated with becoming rever- 
ence, should their subjects and servants 
immediately approach them with a mul- 
titude of words, and continue them the 
whole time they stand in their presence, 
instead of waiting silently to hear their 
pleasure, and receive their commands? 
How much less ought we to expect such 
behaviour is pleasing, or acceptable from 
us, to Him who searches all hearts, and 
knows us better than we know ourselves; 
to whom we must be indebted for the 
true knowledge of every spiritual want, 
before we can have wisdom to ask arigit 


Ought net this consideration to |} according to his will! 
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“When the prophet Isaiah was admit- 
ted, in a vision, to behold the glorious 
majesty of God, he could only cry, ‘Wo 
is me!’ (Isa. vi. 5.) till a live coal from the 
holy altar had touched his lips, and purg- 
ed away hissin. Whatadeep reverence 
of his Maker, and just abhorrence of self 
filled his humbled mind, when he was 
favoured with this awful sight of the Su- 

‘preme Glory! How self-abasing were 
his sensations, and emphatical his ex- 
pressions, when he cried, ‘Wois me! 
for Iam undone, because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of 
a people of unclean lips, for mine eyes 
have seenthe King, the Lord of Hosts!’ 
How different is this heart-felt acknowl- 
edgement,. proceeding from the power- 
ful convictions of the Holy Spirit, to those 
dry, formal, unfelt words, that come from 
the lips of bare nominal Christians! Not- 
withstanding every disciple hath not so 
large a portion of the Holy Spirit as this 


great prophet had, yet every one is gra- | 


ciously favoured with a measure sufficient 
to render his offering spiritual and living. 

“ We read, that after the ascension of 
Christ, his disciples ‘ were all with one 
accord in one place,’ when ‘they were 
filled with the Holy Ghost.’ Acts ii. 1. 4. 
Though the text doth not expressly say 
they were waiting in silence for the pro- 
mise of the Father, yet it appears as pro- 


bable they were, as that they were not; | 
for there is no mention of any vocal ex- | 


ercise amongst them at that time, before 
they were influenced thereunto by that 
peculiar communication and impulse of 
the Holy Ghost, whence ‘they began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. The attention is 
certainly more likely to be fixed upon, 
and stayed in true watchfulness towards 
the Lord, and the mind more fitly pre- 
pared to receive the influence of his di- 
vine light and power, in silent waiting, 
than if agitated in a continual practice of 
running over a multitude of unfelt ex- 
pressions. 

“ David, by inspiration personating the 
Most High, saith, ‘ Be still, and know that 
Tam God"! Psal. xlvi. 10. The prophet 
Habakkuk also saith, ‘ The Lord is in his 
holy temple: let all the earth keep si- 


-Jence before him.’ Hab. ii. 20. Is not the | 


| 


carnal mind of man included in this pro- 
hibition? What is more likely to scate 
ter and divert his attention from the right 
object, than thoughts, imaginations, and 
propensities of an earthly or sensual na- 
ture? What more dishonourable to the 
Lord of perfection and purity, than the 
busy forward actings of an unprepared 
and corrupt heart in spiritual things ¢ 
What is more necessary to be silenced, 
than that which is at enmity with God? 
What more becoming an humble depen- 
dent creature, sensible of the depravity of 
its nature, of its inability to do any good, 
and of the honour due to the presence of 
its Creator, than a deeply expressive, 
solemn silence before him ? 

“ Our Lord Jesus Christ taught his dis- 
ciples to avoid the practice of hypocrites, 
who loved to pray ‘ standing in the syna- 
gogues, and in the corners of the streets, 
that they may be seen of men.’ Matt. vi. 
5, 6, 7. He also directed, ‘When ye 
pray, use not vain repetitions, as the 
heathen do, for they think they shall be 
heard for their much speaking’; and in- 
deed, what makes a greater shew or fig- 


ure in religion amongst many, than to 


use long and frequent prayers, and much 
formal devotion, as if their eye was more 


towards the praise of men, than accept- 
ance with God, and as if they gloried in 


empty appearances? But what is the 
precept of Christ? ‘When thou pray- 
est, enter into thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret, and thy Father, who 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee open- 
ly.’ Doth not this teach us, before we 
approach the fountain of all wisdom, to 
shut out every thing that would amuse or 
divert the attention from the reverence 
due tothe great object of our adoration, 
the Giver of every good and perfect gift ¢ 


Can we be too solid, or feel our hearts, . 


affections, and desires too much gather- 
ed out of transitory things, inte an hum- 
bling sense of the Divine presence, when 
we apply ourselves to the solemn act of 
worshipping the Majesty on High ? 
“Since waiting upon God in silence for 
renewed strength and spiritual wisdom, 
to lead our hearts and direct our tongues 
in vocal prayer, or preaching, makes no 
ostentatious shew, but rather appears 
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contemptible to the busy disposition and 
wisdom of vain man, it is not reasonable 
to suppose, that this self-denying prac- 
tice should gain the approbation or 
praise of men ; yet it must evidently tend 
to prevent that great and offensive hy- 
pocrisy, of drawing near to the Lord with 
the tongue, and worshipping him with 
the lips, whilst the heart is far from him. 
Can there be any frame more fit or pro- 
per for the poor soul, wherein to hear the 
still small voice of the true internal Shep- 
herd, than that of an attentive and sub- 
missive silent waiting ? 

“Waiting upon God is abundantly re- 
commended in Holy Writ, and waiting 
in silence necessarily implied, in order to 
hear his voice. ‘My sheep,’ saith the 
great Shepherd, ‘hear my voice.’ John x. 
27. When is the soul so capable of hear- 
ing the quickening language of his Spirit, 
as in a state of silent watching for, and 
waiting to hear what he shall give it an 
understanding of, and engage it in, as its 
requisite and reasonable duty, by the il- 
juminating virtue and enlivening power 
of his holy influence ? 

“ Our Lord forbids us to use vain repe- 
titions ; and what efficacy can those pray- 
ers have, which are made in the will, and 
by the contrivance of man, or that are 
uttered either from books, invention, or 
memory, whilst the heart neither feels 
the thing the mouth speaks, nor ever ex- 
perienced what the tongue declares? 
What are these but vain repetitions and 

empty sounds. Whilst people remain 
insensible of the real condition of their 
souls, and of the true self-abasing fear of 
G»', do they not seem to think they shall 
be heard for their much speaking, if they 
content themselves with the frequent re- 
petition of long, lifeless prayers, which 
they have not so much as weightily con- 
sidered before they uttered them? Is 
this to worship the Father in Spirit and 
in Truth; the only worship instituted by 
Christ in the gospel-day, and therefore 
the only worship acceptable to God, who 
is aSpirit? Can this spiritual worship 
be performed till the soul feels its opera- 
tion awfully to humble, engage, and em- 
power the mind to this solemn act? 
What but the Spirit of the Redeemer is 
able to awaken and stir up the immortal 


soul, and endue it with wisdom and utter- 
ance, suitably to express itself, according 
to, and under a due sense of its wants? 
“Christ, in Spirit, is the way, or lead- 
ing power, to the Father: No man can 
come to the Father but by him. What 
is the reason why so many, who profess 
to be followers of Christ, complain of 
wandering thoughts, inattention, much 
coldness, deadness, and insensibility in 
prayer, and other duties and devotions? 
Is it not bec-use they are too little de- 
pendent on the dictates of the Spirit, and 
believe not its sensible influence necessa- 
ry toevery religious act, nor wait for it 
to cleanse the thoughts of their hearts, 
and abilitate them to approach the most 
high and holy God in truth and right- 
eousness? Is it not because such lean too 
much to their own unsubjected wisdom 
and understanding, to place their depen- 
dence on the Spirit, and to wait for its 
restraining, heart-affecting power to lead 
them into all truth and therefore are sent 
empty away, and no more truly refresh- 
ed, or benfitted by their lifeless devotions, 
than he who dreams he eateth, but when 
he awakes, perceives he is yet empty? 
Thus they ask and receive not, because 
they ask amiss; not in a right frame, but 
in a lukewarm and unconcerned state of 
mind. The enemy is too strong for such 
worshippers, and carries their thoughts 
and imaginations after strange objects, 
while their lips only approach the Al- 
mighty. One secret prayer, or deep 
sigh from the wrestling soul, produced by 
the Eternal Spirit, is of more real service 
to it, issues trom it with more fervour, 
prevails more effectually with the Fa- 
ther, and procures it more refreshment 
than ten thousand vain repetitions ; be- 
cause the virtue of the Spirit of the great 
Intercessor being in these prayers and 
sighs, they cannot but find acceptance. 
“Doth not the common complaint of 
wanderings in time of prayer, from those 
who oppose silent waiting for the divine 
assistance of the Spirit, to speak or pray 
according to the will of God, prove the 
necessity of such a practice, in order to 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth? 
Our blessed Redeemer saith, ‘ Your Fa- 
cher knoweth what things ye have need 
of, before ye ask him,’ Mat. vi. 8. How 


é 


SILENT WAITING. 


315 


requisite therefore is it, that he open our 
understandings, shew us our true condi- 
tions, discover to us our spiritual wants, 
and enable us to present our petitions ac- 
cording to his will, before we can sensi- 
bly ask for the necessary supplies, or cry 
Abba Father; and for this end, how in- 
cumbent it is upon us silently to wait for 
his immediate help and direction! 

- David saith, ‘Restore unto me the joys 
of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy 
free Spirit: then (not before) will I teach 
transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall 
be converted unto thee.’ Psal. li. 12, 13. 
This shews he placed his dependence 
upon the renewed influence of the Holy 
Spirit, and that he held no former expe- 
riences, however good in themselves, suf- 
ficient qualifications for divine service in 
the time present. He knew, that nothing 
short of a fresh supply from the fountain 
of living virtue, could properly enable | 
him to preach to others: and therefore 
prayed, ‘Open thou my lips, and my 
mouth shall shew forth thy praise.’ 


“The apostle Paul saith, ‘The Spirit 
also helpeth our infirmities; for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be 


uttered” Rom. viii. 26. By this just ac- 


knowledgment it appears, the exercise hearts of his followers? Indeed there is 


of a mind deeply affected is more than | much efficacy in groans that arise from 


words can express, therefore it speaks to 
God in unutterable groans: a thing much 
despised and scoffed at by many protes- 
sors in this age. We see, however, the 
apostle was not ashamed to own it to be 
what himself and his brethren experien- 


ced to be true; which shews the sense 
they had of their own natural inability 
and blindness, and also their firm depen- 
dence upon the Holy Spirit, without 
which they knew not what to pray for 
as they ought; and therefore found a ne- 
cessity to wait for its renewals upon them, 
before they could either pray for them- 


selves, or preach to others profitably, and 
with divine acceptance. How can we at 
this day presume to know what to pray 
for as we ought, without the sensible 
help of the Holy Spirit, if this great apos- 
tle and his brethren did not? Yet, is 
there not ground for suspicion, from the 


common practice of professing Chris- | 


tians now, that they do not think them- 
selves at a loss what to pray for accepta- 
bly, and therefore presumptuously offer 
their invented supplications, without due 
fear and caution, to him who looketh at 
the heart, and remain insensible of the 
necessity of feeling the Holy Spirit ta 
disengage them from roving thoughts, 
and concerns of a temporal nature, and 
to communicate of that discerning wis- 
dom and living power which is requisite 
to direct their hearts and tongues aright? 

“ But, notwithstanding a previous wait- 
ing upon God is so much despised, the 
apostle intimates, that the groanings of 
the Spirit are effectual without vocal 
sounds ; which proves there is an inward 
address, deeper than the expression of 
words, which is heard and accepted of 
God. Let me add, that Jesus himself ap- 
plied to the Father in this manner, when 
‘he groaned in the Spirit twice,’ and af- 
terwards lifted up his eyes, and before he 
called Lazarus out of the grave, said, 
‘Father, I thank thee that thou hast 
heard me.’ John xi. 33. 38. 41. This 


| shews his fervent groans were accepted, 


and his request granted without audible 
expressions; and doth not the compas- 
sionate Father still regard the groans be- 
gotten by the Spirit of his Son in the 


this living principle. 

“The apostle Paul saith, ‘If any man 
hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his’ —‘ If the Spirit of him who raised 
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies by his 
Spirit that dwelleth in you.’ Rom. viii. 9, 
11. When do Christians more need 
these quickenings, than m their assem- 
blies for divine worship, and how must 
they distinguish them exceptthey wait 
in silence? Is it an unwarrantable pre- 
sumption, humbly to wait in expectation 
of the promised assistance, to enable us 
sensibly to worship, freely, livingly, and 
powerfully, which cannot be uuless the 
Spirit of Christ is our helper? If these 
internal quickenings be the continued 
privilege of Christ’s disciples, and if it is 
to the virtue thereof that all our ser- 
vices owe their efficacy and acceptance, 
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ean it be right or safe to run before, and 
without that which is the very life of true 
prayer and preaching? If not, there is 
an absolute necessity for, and certainly 
great propriety in waiting patiently for it, 
in submissive silence, that the sacrifice 
may be of the Lord’s preparing, and that 
it may be offered according to his will, 
under the immediate conduct of his own 
pure Spirit. Thus qualified, we pray 
with the Spirit and with the understand- 
ing also, which prayer must consequently 
profit and refresh the thirsty soul ; and if 
a silent attention had neither any express 
command nor example in scripture, it 
is necessarily implied in many parts of it, 
as well as in the nature of true spiritual 
worship. 

’ “Ts not the Almighty a most pure and 
perfectly glorious being, dwelling in the 
light, whom no man can approach unto 
but by the Spirit of the Mediator ; and is 
not man absolutely dependent on the 
merciful goodness and power of his Crea- 
tor, and is it not reasonable that sucha 
creature should be made deeply sensible 
to whom he must be indebted for all spir- 
itual ability, as well as temporal favours, 
before he can approach the sacred pre- 
sence with becoming reverence ; and in 
what state is he so likely to be made sen- 
sible of this, as under an abstraction of 
mind from earthly cogitations and con- 
cerns, into a silent attention upon the 
omnipresent Spirit ? 

“These things duly considered, is it 
just and reasonable to censure and des- 
pise any people for conscientiously wait- 
ing upon God in silence, and frequently 
falling into such an heart-engaging ex- 
ercise of spirit in his fear as cannot often 
be uttered in words, and consequently 
must be experienced in silence? Who 
can seriously think, that he who saith, 
*To this man will I look, even to him 
that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at my word,’ (Isa. Ixvi. 2.) 
will not hear and regard, when many 
hearts are collectively bowed before him 
under an unfeigned concern and travail 
of spirit; when the soul worships before 
him more deeply than can be expressed 
dy lip or tongue? What are the finest 
words and fairest forms to him who re- 


inward frame of the heart, if thes do not 
convey the sincere feeling language there 
of ?”” 


A few thoughts on Slav in the 
f Church of Christ.” 


“Ts it possible for a good man, a real 
Christian, to hold his fellow being in sla- 
very? For an answer to this plain ques- 
tion, I will quote a little plain scripture, 
the second and great commandment, 
‘thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self.” And again, ‘all things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so unto them, for this is the law 
and the prophets.” These are the plain 
commandments of God on which the law 
and the prophets hang, together with the 
command, ‘ thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart,’ &c. These com- 
prise the whole duty of man. Now St. 
John saith, ‘he that saith, I know Him, 
and keepeth not his commandments, is 
a liar and the truth isnot in him.’ Now 
aman cannot love his slave as he does 
himself, while he deprives him of the 
dearest enjoyment of life, that is his lib- 
erty; he certainly breaks that com- 
mandment, ‘thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself,’ while he holds him a 
slave. Christ, in telling the lawyer who 
his neighbour was, related the circum- 
stance of the man that fell among thieves. 
Surely, if any objects ever fell among 
thieves and robbers, such objects must 
be the poor slaves, many of whom are 
not only wounded and left half dead, but 
quite dead ; now the slave is our neigh- 
bour, and ifa man does not do by his slave 
in keeping him in bondage, as he would 
that men should do by him, let him say 
ever so much that he loves God, ‘ he is a 
liar and thetruth is not in him.’ Again, 
‘If we have not the spirit of Christ we 
are none of his.’ Now compare the spi- 
rit of Christ with slavery ; the fruit of 
the spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, &c. but the fruit 
of slavery is anger, wrath, strife, pride, 
envy. revenge, tyranny and hypocrisy, on 
the part of the master; but for the slave 
it is pain, grief, anguish, fear, sorrow and 
despair. 


Specteth net the ontward shew, but the | “As it respeots this nation, we have e 
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long and dreadful account to settle with 
Divine Providence for this diabolical 
sraffic. We have long enjoyed a share 
both of civil and religious liberty. We 
have made our boast of this privilege, 
sometimes insolently insulted other na- 
tions because they did not enjoy the same, 
and yet we have the impudence, the in- 
humanity, the cruelty, the horrible vil- 
lainy, to hold thousands of poor helpless 
beings in bondage year after year—O 
America !— 


“*Canst thou, and honour’d with a Chris- 
tian name, 
uy what is woman born, and feel no 
shame ? 
Trade in the blood of innocence, and plead 
Expedience, as a warrant for the deed ? 
So => wolf, whom famine has made 
To quit the forest and invade the fold ; 
So : ruffian, who with ghastly 
glide, 
Dagger = hand, steals close to your bed- 
side ; 
he, but his emergence forc’d the door 
Ie found it inconvenient to be poor.’ ” 


PUBLIC OPINION. 


“When Captain Cook landed at Ota- 
heite, the education of the natives com- 
pelled them to seek the good opinion of 
their fellows, by the observance of seve- 
ral painful and ridiculous ceremonies. 
The idea, that tatooing their bodies gave 
them a title to general respect, was so 
firmly impressed on their minds, that, to 
gain so desirable an object, they cheer- 
fully submitted to this painful operation ; 
—and haman nature is, and has always 
been the same. 


“There is scarcely any inconvenience 
to which mankind will not submit, to gain 
the respect and approbation of their fel- 
lows.—And to give a right direction to 
this all-powerful stimulus, should be the 
first object of rational Education. 

“The present notions of any individual 
cannot possibly appear absurd ¢o Aim ; 
but this generation can still recollect, 
when, among themselves, the good opin- 
ion of the community was obtained by 


the ridiculous custom of wearing a load 
of false hair, made stiff by white powder 


and pomatum,—when instances were 
known, of individuals, upon certain 
great occasions, spending the night in ar 
arm-chair, with their locks frizzled in e 
fantastical manner, because the hair- 
dresser could not overtake the business 
that lay before him on the following day. 

“There is no doubt that these indi- 
viduals would have lamented the taste of 
any one who did not admire the wisdom 
of such proceedings. They would have 
been offended, if they had been told that 
they were not acting like rational crea- 
tures. 

“These practices were produced by 
the ideas which had been impressed on 
their minds; and these ideas constituted 
their Education. 

“ The present Education of this coun- 
try, or the ideas that are generally im- 
pressed on the minds of its inhabitants, 
lead them all to suppose, that the respect 
or good opinion of the community may 
be obtained by the possession of money, 
and by what is called rank, joined with 
genteel manners, and an acquaintance 
with the customs of polished society. In 
order to be what is termed “ respectable,” 
it is necessary that the individual be nct 
engaged in producing any thing that is 
either requisite or desireable. Indced, 
it is even considered derogatory to his 
dignity, if his forefathers, or any of his 
relations, have been so employed. Ideas 
of this kind constitute the present Educa- 
tion of what we call Civilized Soctety. 

“The Indians were pleased with the 
various figures that were tatooed on their 
bodies, not from any gratification that 
they themselves derived from these fig- 
ures, but because their friends were de- 
lighted with their appearance. Our fa- 
thers submitted to the operations of the 
hairdresser, not for the sake of the plea- 
sure that these operations afforded, (for 


they were really painful,) but because . 


their friends were pleased with their ap- 
pearance when so decorated. And the~ 
young men of our own day lace them- 
selves up in stays, and have their dresses 
made in the most fantastic manner, not 
for their own sakes, but through the 
Jaudable desire of giving pleasure to 
others. They shunevery appearance of . 
industry or csefal employment ;~or, 
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necessity compel them to labour, they do 
it in vocations that add little tothe sum 
of human happiness; and they act thus, 
not from the pleasure that they derive 
from a mode of proceeding so manifestly 
absurd, but because it suits the ideas of 
the people ; because, by this manner of 
acting, they obtain the good opinion of 
society ; and it is merely owing to the 
prevailing system ot Education, and not 
to its own merits, that such a line of con- 
duct meets with general approbation. 

“Rank and money are objects of ambi- 
tion upon the same ground. They are 
earnestly sought after, not for their in- 
trinsic value, but because the admiration 
or respect of the multitude is bestowed 
on those who obtain them. If it were 
otherwise, mankind would cease to desire 
them, tarther than their immediate wants 
vyequire. 

“Those who have examined this sub- 
ject attentively, will have perceived, that 
mankind have been long upon a false 
scent; and that those who have been 
most successful in obtaining these objects 
are, in point of real happiness, little bet- 
ter than those who want them. Like the 
Indians, in the operation of tatooing, the 
respect or admiration of their fellows is 
all they get in return for their trouble 
and pain. This pain, or anxiety, is en- 
tailed upon them by ignorance, as the ne- 
cessary consequence of a bad Education.” 
-—~—-Combe’s oft. of common sense. 
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WILLiaM PENN, the great Legislator 
of the Quakers, had the success of a con- 
ueror in establishing and defending his 
olony, among savage tribes, without 
ever drawing the sword; the goodness of 
the most benevolent ruler, in treating his 
subjects as his ownchildren ; and the ten- 
derness of a universal Father, who open- 
“ed his arms to all mankind, without dis- 
tinction of sect or party. In his republic, 
it was not the religious creed, but person- 
al merit, that entitled every member of 
society to the protection and emoluments 
of the state.”"—Essay on Toleration, by 
the Rev. Arthur O’ Leary. 


“After having read all that is tobe 
found in the language I am mistress of, 


and having decayed my sight in midnight 


studies, I envy the easy peace of mind of 
a ruddy milkmaid, who, undisturbed by 
doubt, hears the sermon with humility 
every Sunday, not having confounded the 
sentiments of natural duty in her head, 
by the vain enquiries of the schools, who 
may be more learned, yet after all must 
remain as ignorant.”—Lady- Montague. 


“A man gives alms privately, and 
charges no man to speak of it, and yet 
hopes by some accident or other to be 
praised for his charity and humility. And 
if by chance the fame of his alms comes 
abroad, it is but his duty to det his light*so 
shine before men, that God may be glo- 
rified, and some of our neighbours be re- 
lieved, and others edifi But then to 
distinguish the intention of the heart in 
this instance, and to seek God’s glory in 
a particular which will also conduce much 
to our reputation, and to have no reflec- 
tion upon ourselves, or no complacency 
and delight in Saag noises, no filthy 
adherence to stick to the heart, is the 
nicety of abstraction, and requires [al- 
most] an angel to do it.”——Jer. Taylor. 


Extract.—* When the first spark of a 
desire after God arises in thy soul, cher- 
ish it with all thy care, give all thy heart 
into it; itis nothing less than a Divine 
loadstone, that is to draw thee out of the 
vanity of time, into the riches of a 
Get up, therefore, and follow it as gladly 
as the wise men of the east followed the 
star from Heaven that appeared to them. 
It will do for thee as the star did for 
them; it will lead thee to the birth of 
Christ, (not in a stable at Bethlehem, in 
Judea,) but to the birth of Christ, in the 
dark centre of thy own fallen soul.” 


“ Earthly changes.—It was in the bleak 
season of cold autumn, by the side of a 
large moor, that l one day saw a shep- 
herd’s tent. 

“Tt was composed of straw and fern, 
and secured under the warmest side of a 
hedge, with a few briars and stakes. 
Thither, for about a week, he took shel- 
ter, until the herbage failed his flock, and 
he removed I know not whither.—His 
tent was, however, left behind. A few 
days after, I rode that way, and looked 
for the shepherd’s tent, but it was gone. 
The stormy winds had scattered its frail 
materials, and only a few fragments 
strewed the ground to mark out at once, 
for a brief day where the tent had its res- 
idence, and the shepherd hissolace. And 
such is this life, and such are all the airy 
expectations and imaginary felicities, and 
hoped for ports and places beneath the 


sun. Time scatters them, as the storm 
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did the fern and straw of the shepherd’s 
tent. A thousand events are continually 
transpiring, which remove men from the 
pastures and possessions of to-day, and 
eject them from all their anxiously reared 
habitations, and drive them afar off from 
their fields and estates. Their years pass 
on as the hours of the day; their hours 
fly, as it were, with the rapidity of mo- 
ments ; and soon, very soon, comes the la- 
mentable hour, when they, who sought 


and desired their good things on earth, 
must behold man no more with the in- 
habitants of the world.”—Ch. Register. 


“ Cotton Mather’s advice —This saga- 
cious counsellor and eminent Christian 
gave the following adivce to his son, as 
the art of preserving mental tranquility. 

“Tt may not be amiss for you to have 
two heaps; a heap of unintelligibles and 
a heap of incurables—You will meet with 
some unaccountable and some incompre- 
hensible things, particularly in the con- 
duct of many people. Throw them into 
your heap of unintelligibles ; leave them 
there Trouble your mind no further ; 
hope the best or think no more about 
them. You will meet with some unper- 
suadable people ; no council, no reason, 
will do any thing upon the obstinate, es- 
pecially as to the making of due submis- 
sions upon offences Throw them into 
the heap of incurables ; leavethem there. 
And so do you go on, to do as you can, 
what you have todo. Let not the crook- 
ed things that cannot be made straight, 
encumber you.” 


Sects.—* I have read, with much anx- 
‘jety and interest, many of the discussions 
of the present day, upon those subjects 
which have agitated the religiouscommu- 
nity. I have observed too, that, among 
ail the sects into which that community 
is unhappily divided, there is much dis- 
cord, and want of conformity to the letter 
and spirit of the New Testament. It isa 
well known fact, that there are, at this 
moment, six or seven different sects 
among the Presbyterians; a// built upon 
the very same confession of faith ; but 
which, (notwithstanding your efforts to 
prove the harmonizing and purifying ten- 
dency of creeds,) have nocommunion with 
@ach other at the Lord’s Table.—You 


| 


know also that there are seven sects of 
Baptists, who have not only no commu- 
nion, but no fellowship with and for each 
other. The Methodists are, in many 
parts divided into parties, and this is the 
case even with the prelatists. In short, 
there is exhibited in the aspect of the re- 
ligious world, very little firm adherence 
to any one system; unless it be in mere 
matters of opinion, and only that, among 
the members of any particular sect. 
Facts are worth volumes of declamation 
and theory. 

“Now what does all this portend? 
Does it not demonstrate that some revo- 
lution is at hand? Does it not demon- 
strate that all sects in existence have de- 
parted from the foundation laid in Zion > 
Is not the leaven at work which will lea- 
ven the whole lump? Can a house divi- 
ded against itself, stand? And do not all 
these sects, according to the obvious laws 
of religion and nature, contain within 
themselves the seeds of self-destruction?” 


Baptist Recorder. 

“ Montrose's Chafilain. It is reported 
of one of the Chaplains to the famous 
Montrose, that being condemned in Scot- 
land to die, for attending his master in 
some of his glorious exploits; and being 
upon the ladder, and ordered to set out 2 
psalm, expecting a reprieve, he named 
the one hundred and nineteenth psalm, 
(with which the officers attending the 
execution complied, the Scotch presby- 
terians being great psalm singers,) and it 
was well for him he did so; for they had 
sung it three parts through before the re- 
prieve came. Any other psalm would 
have hanged him.” 


“ Toleration—It is a truth that men 
ought no longer to be led, and it would be 
a joyful truth, if truth it were, that they 
are resolved no longer to be blindfold in 
ignorance. It is a truth that the princi- 
ple which leads men to judge and treat 
each other, not according to the intrinsic 
merit of their actions, but according to 
the accidental and involuntary coincidence 
of their opinions, is a vile principle. It is 
a truth, that man should not render ac- 
count to man for his belief. And in as 
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far as this is meant to express the grand 
principle of universal toleration, there is 
no length to which I would not cheerfully 
go along with its eloquent and powerful 
advocate : the very word toleration, see- 
ing. a right to tolerate supposes the exis- 
tence of a corresponding right to restrain 
and coerce, being a term which, in such 
an application of it, no language ought to 
retain. Men should be free to think as 
they are free to breathe. I make no ex- 
ceptions. Let truth defend herself, and 
defend herself by her own legitimate 
means. She is well able to do so. Nor 
does she standin need of any auxiliary 
methods beyond those of fair argument 
and rational persuasion. Give her an 
open field and the free use of her weapons, 
and she will stand her ground. Legal re- 
straint and suppression have invariably 
had the effect of giving tenfold prevalence 
tothe dreaded error; and measures of co- 
ercion, whilst they have made hypocrites 
by thousands, have never made, and nev- 
er can make, one genuine convert to her 
cause.” — Wardlaw’s sermons. 
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THE LOVE OF SORROW, 


** And still to love, though pressed with 
ill,_— 


With me is to be lovely still.’"—Cowper. 


Our love has been no summer flower, 
For joy’s bright chaplet braided ; 

Drooping—when tempests darkly lower, 
By grief’s bleak winter faded. 


(Ve have not lov’d as those who plight 
‘Their troth in sunny weather, — 
While leaves are green, and skies are 
bright, 
To tread life’s path together. 


But we have lov’d, as those who tread, 
The thorny path of sorrow, 
With clouds o’eicast,—and cause to 
dread 
Yet deeper gloom to-morrow. 


‘That thorny path, those cloudy skies, 
Have drawn our spirits nearer, 
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And readered us, by holy ties, 
Each to the other dearer ! 


Love, born in hours of joy and mirth, 
With mirth and joy may perish ; 


| That to which darker days gave birth, 


Still more and more we cherish. 


It looks beyond the clouds of time, 
Death’s dim, shadowy por- 
tal ; 
Made, by adversity—sublime, 
By faith and hope—immortal ! 
Nat. Gazette. 
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